
I nsi de t h i s i ssue:  

President’s Message 2 

Midvale Plaza Update 3 

History Article 4 

New Benches 6 

Area Seminars 7 

Neighborhood News 8 

Calendar 11 

November  2005 

V ol ume L X I V  
I ssue 6 

Santa will once again be making 
his rounds through the West-
morland Neighborhood! This 
year, he will be visiting our 
homes on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14. If you signed up for a 
visit on this year’s Neighborhood 
Membership form, you can ex-
pect Santa to be stopping by 
your house sometime between 
6:00-8:00 pm with a small sur-

prise. You have until Nov. 25 to 
get your Membership form back 
to your Block Captain. If you did 
not sign up, but would like a visit, 
please call Katie Spelsberg at 
661-9874 (or email spels-
berg@charter.net) before De-
cember 1. Also give a call or 
email if you are interested in 
helping with this event - we 
would love to have you!    

It’s nearly time again for Westmorland’s an-
nual house decorating contest! We’re look-
ing for judges to travel throughout the 
neighborhood, identifying those special, 
well-decorated houses. A date has not yet 
been determined, but it will likely be a week-
night in mid-December. Call Kristi Thom  at 
232-1881 or email to k.thom@sbcglobal.net 
for more information or if you are interested 
in being a judge. 

Santa Visits 
by Katie Spelsberg  

Holiday House Decorating Contest  
by Kristi Thom 

Membership Drive Update 
by Elissa Pollack 

As of mid-October, about half the usual 
Membership and Health Fund Drive forms 
had found their way from your homes to 
your Block Captains and on to the WNA 
Treasurer, who keeps track of such things. 
 
If your forms are still sitting on your to-do 
pile, please fill them out and return them 
(with separate checks) to your Block Cap-
tain as soon as possible — and no later than 
November 25, especially if someone in your 
house wants to be on the Westmorland 
Santa©s list. 
 

Handing over your forms to your Block Cap-
tain by November 25 should be enough time 
for him or her to deliver them to the Treas-
urer by December 1, which is the cut-off 
date for Brandon to determine the amount of 
library donations. The WNA Board decided 
at its October meeting to match donated 
funds for the library this year, but only for 
those donations received by the Treasurer 
by December 1.  
 
Block Captains: if you need extra forms, 
please contact Joy Grapentine. 
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President’s Message 
 by Betsy Hauser 
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GRILL OPEN 11:00 AM TO 11:45 PM 
 

� � � � � � � �� � 	 �
 

Corner Mineral Pt. And Glenway 
Packaged Goods at  
Liquor Store Prices 

Last year at this time we expected to be 
celebrating the opening of the much-
enlarged and updated Sequoya Library. 
The negotiations between the City and 
the Midvale Plaza owner have taken 
longer than anyone anticipated. Frus-
trated with inaction, neighbors from Mid-
vale Heights and Westmorland created 
a task force to meet with the Plaza 
owner and the developer. We found 
them welcoming of our ideas and con-
cerns, so on October 18th a meeting was 
held for neighbors of both ’hoods to give 
voice to their desires for the renovated 
Midvale Plaza. See the related article on 
page 3. 
 
On another forward-moving note, the 
Westmorland Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s board of directors voted at its Oc-
tober meeting to match, up to $2,000, 

your library donations collected during 
this Fall’s membership drive. Your dona-
tion must be received by the Treasurer 
by December 1, 2005. If you haven’t 
submitted your membership renewal 
yet, do so soon! 
 
During these dark winter months, con-
sider lighting up your bit of the neighbor-
hood by keeping your porch light on at 
night. It’s an inexpensive way each of us 
can help keep Westmorland a safe 
place to live, especially with an energy-
saving bulb. 
 
As always, if you have comments or 
concerns, give me a call at 236-4211 
(before 9:00 pm, please). 
 

Happy Holidays! 

Scenes from the Halloween Party  

Top: Westmorland witches await 
Wayne the Wizard. 
 
Right: One of many little cowboys 
ogle the homemade goodies. 
 
Left: Max Lerner uses his spidey 
sense to select the best brownie. 
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Over 50 residents of Midvale Heights 
and Westmorland gathered on Tues-
day, October 18, to discuss their ideas 
for a redeveloped Midvale Plaza. Meet-
ing at Queen of Peace Church’s audito-
rium, participants outlined their hopes, 
dreams, and fears regarding the future 
development of the shopping center lo-
cated at Midvale and Tokay Boule-
vards. Work on improving the plaza has 
been in limbo as the owner of the site 
and the City of Madison negotiate terms 
for a new Sequoya Branch Library that 
will be part of the center. Once these 
issues are resolved, planning for a new, 
improved Midvale Plaza can begin in 
earnest. 
 
A group consisting mostly of board 
members of the Westmorland and Mid-
vale Heights neighborhood associations 
organized Tuesday’s meeting following 
discussions with owner Jack Kelly to 
learn about his plans. The purpose of 
the meeting was to start the process of 
gaining neighborhood input for this pro-
ject. Those attending were asked to 
share their top 10 concerns about a 
number of project components, includ-
ing the library, shopping, landscaping, 
and traffic patterns. 
 
Many great ideas were shared during 
this meeting with a few overall themes: 
all agreed that neighbors should have 
regular, real community input on this 
project as plans are developed, the re-
developed plaza fits in with our 
neighborhood in terms of scale and ar-

chitecture, and current tenants have an 
opportunity to stay at the plaza.  
 
Other suggestions included expanding 
the library to twice its current size, con-
necting La Brioche to the library, land-
scaping to include a community gather-
ing space, placing a roof top garden on 
top of condos and more fundamental 
issues such as creating a pedestrian 
and biker friendly traffic pattern. In addi-
tion to retaining current tenants, other 
suggested retail operations included an 
ice cream shop, restaurant, hardware 
store, and a market such as the Willy 
Street Coop.  
 
Committee members Brian Tennant, 
Denise Lamb and Rachel Martin facili-
tated the meeting, and plan to prepare 
a complete summary of the meeting. A 
copy of the report will be provided to the 
library, and both neighborhood groups 
to post on their websites.  
 
This is just the first step in our efforts to 
ensure that our neighborhoods are ac-
tively involved in the redevelopment of 
Midvale Plaza. We will be eager to hear 
more of your thoughts as this project 
moves forward. Information about future 
meetings will be available at Midvale 
Heights Community Association web-
site (www.midvaleheights.org) or the 
Westmorland Neighborhood Associa-
tion website (www.westmorland-
neighborhood.org) or call Rachel Martin 
at 238-3414 or Nancy Gutknecht at 
238-7595. 

Your  Neighborhood 
Real Estate Company 

 
Helping Buyers buy and Sellers 
sell!  We’ re happy to assist you 

with your  real estate needs! 
 

Beth Junge, Broker /Owner  
Call us at 231-5151 

Email: 
Beth@TheKruseCompany.net 

 
Web:  

www.TheKruseCompany.net 

    THE 

K R U SE                                   
         COMPANY 

Neighbors Share Ideas on Future  
of Midvale Plaza 

by Rachel Martin 

Food                                                                                          Skating 

Winter Playdate January 29, 2006 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 

Neighbors                                                                               Sledding 
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Before There Was Westmorland 
Part Two: 1900-1925  
by Ken Wiesner and Tom Martinelli 

In Part One of this series (May 2005 
Courier) we found that homes existed at 
only four sites in what is now Westmor-
land through 1899. All of these older 
homes were likely associated with farms 
and were built along the only roads 
through the area at that time; Speedway 
(now Mineral Point Road), and Piper 
(now Odana Road). The other East-
West transportation route through our 
area was the Illinois Central Railroad, 
completed in 1877. 
 
Between 1900 and the first Westmor-
land plat in 1926, eight additional homes 
were built in our area. This is the first 
period of residential development in our 
area, where homes are not necessarily 
attached to farms. While three of these 
eight homes were built along Speedway, 
the other five literally sprang up off the 
beaten path, and are somewhat of a 
mystery – more on that later. 
 
The first home in our area built after 
1900 is the prominent “Otto Toepfer 
Mansion.” Built in 1906 (4001 Mineral 
Point Road, at Toepfer Ave.), this is still 
one of the largest homes in Westmor-
land. Its brick construction differed from 
the previous homes in the area which 
were either locally quarried stone or 
wood. Mr. Toepfer’s property included 
60 acres of the Charles Baker 
“Sunnyside Farm” property, which he 
acquired sometime after 1900. This land 
included the oldest home in our area 
(now 4010 Paunack Ave.), and is 
bounded by what are now Mineral Point 
Road, Westmorland Blvd., Tokay, and 
Glenway, except for a few acres near 
the corner of Mineral Point and Glenway 
(the area near the Village Bar). It ap-
pears that Toepfer bought this land with 
an eye toward development rather than 
farming. A separate article could be writ-
ten about Mr. Toepfer with a little addi-

tional research, but it is certain that he 
could legitimately be called “The Father 
of Westmorland.” 
 
But, before there was Westmorland, five 
of the next six homes in our area are 
located in a cluster that broke away from 
the existing development pattern of be-
ing located along Speedway/Mineral 
Point or Piper/Odana. The first of these 
homes was built in 1910 by the Meyer 
family, over a quarter-mile down the hill 
from Speedway, and just North of the 
railroad tracks. This house still exists 
and is located at 502 Glenway, on the 
corner of Meyer Ave. The big question 
is... How did the Meyers get to and from 
their home? Glenway Street is not 
shown on the plat maps of our area until 
1926 (it was still absent on the 1922 
map). Paved roads and auto travel were 
not likely common in our area in the 
early 1900s. Was there a railroad cross-
ing or stop at Glenway then? (There 
may have been a lumber yard just south 
of the tracks in that area at that time.) 
One clue about access to the Meyer 
property comes from the 1940 aerial 
photo of our area which shows lines of 
mature trees along what are now 
Toepfer and Meyer Avenues. Is it possi-
ble that these roads existed before be-
ing officially designated on the 1916 plat 
which created the West Wingra Addition 
(see map on p. 5)? The History Commit-
tee would welcome any information 
which could help to explain why the 
Meyers and four other families built their 
homes so far away from Speedway at 
that time. 
 
The other pre- Westmorland homes in 
this cluster are located at 514 Glenway 
(built in 1917), 510 Glenway (1922), 526 
Glenway (1924), and 3813 Meyer 
(1925). The other homes built before 
there was Westmorland are located at 
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TIRES 
BATTERIES 

ACCESSORIES 
 

3502 Monroe Street       Call: 233-8912 

(Continued from page 4) 
3905 Mineral Point (1915), and what is 
now 4124 Paunack Ave. (1925). This 
last home was most certainly accessed 
off of Speedway at that time. 
 
Follow-up articles will be written to ex-
plain the succession of plats that were 
developed after 1925 that eventually 
became the Westmorland Neighbor-

hood, and the boom in development 
after Word War II that came to define 
our area. The History Committee is 
also interested in developing two other 
stories relating the histories of the Vil-
lage Bar and Midvale Plaza properties. 
If you have any information or photos 
that could help with these stories, 
please contact Tom Martinelli (233-
2850), or Kristy Casto (204-9013). 

Above: Home at 502 Glenway St. built in 1910 by the Meyer 
family. 
 
Right: Plat map from 1916.  

http://www.westmorland-neighborhood.org 
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Bus Stop Benches Installed  
by Dave Santek  

Three benches were installed at Madi-
son Metro bus stops on Toepfer Avenue 
on November 1st. Thanks go to Dan 

Knauss, Pete Lukszys, and Pat 
Downey! 

Dan and Pete assembling the benches 

Benjamin Lukszys trying it out! 
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Learn how to 
“ Hope for the Best; 

Prepare for the 
Worst”    

by Carrie Flatland 

Patients who are diagnosed 
w i th  po tent ia l l y  l i f e -
threatening illnesses, their 
families, and even their phy-
sicians may feel that they 
must choose between 
searching for a cure and pre-
paring for death. As a result, 
they often delay discussing 
important issues for fear that 
it might “destroy the patient’s 
hope.” Such a delay may de-
prive patients and their fami-
lies of opportunities to con-
sider and address quality-of-
life matters such as pain and 

(Continued on page 9) 

Have you ever felt stressed by having to 
continuously navigate through the blitz 
of mixed messages or overwhelmed by 
the accelerating pace of everyday life? 
Now, imagine if you were a child. As 
outside influences on children’s world-
view have become widespread it is no 
wonder that it has become so difficult for 
those who care about children to rein-
force parental values upon them.  

 
Sustain Dane, a local non-profit organi-
zation, is offering its newest course 
“Healthy Children, Healthy Planet,” an 
eight session discussion course, begin-
ning on Monday, January 9th from 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm and meeting every Mon-
day through February 27th at the Mid-
vale Lutheran Church. Another “Healthy 
Children, Healthy Planet” course will be-
gin on Tuesday January 10th from 
12:00 – 1:00 pm and meet every Tues-

day through February 28th at the Madi-
son Children’s Museum.  

 
The discussion course allows partici-
pants an opportunity to discover ways to 
create meaningful family times and 
healthful environments for children. The 
course is intended to help people under-
stand how the pervasive effects of ad-
vertising, media, and our consumer cul-
ture can influence a child©s view of the 
world and also explore ways to develop 
a child©s connection to nature, and to 
foster creativity.  

 
The “Healthy Children, Healthy Planet” 
course is not just for parents, but any-
one who is involved in the life of a child. 
Concern for the well-being of children 
and their children is something that eve-
ryone shares. Identifying pressures that 

(Continued on page 11) 

Healthy Children, Healthy Planet 
by Bryant Moroder 
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Neighborhood News 
Welcome New Neighbors 

Welcome to 3807 St. Clair St., Chris 
and Kim Stalker-Herron, 4 year old 
Sophie and 2 year old Eva. Chris is a 
software engineer and Kim is a social 
worker. Phone 241-4748. 
 
Eric and Teresa Bunders 4014 Meyer 
Avenue. Teresa is a research writer 
and Eric is a self employed landscaper 

and does snow removal. They were 
married in May and moved into West-
morland. 
 
 

Omission from 2005 Directory 
Rolland B. Barsness, Retired 
Luella E. Barsness, Retired 
3902 St. Clair St. 
233-3811 

A Special Thank You!  
by Carol and Walt Klunick 

On September 10th there was a very 
special Block Party on Rolla Lane, 
and we were designated as the 
"honored guests" because we have 
lived on the street the longest---50 
years. 
  
We want to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who was responsible 
in any way for this very happy event. 
Thanks to the p lanners ,  the 
person who prepared and delivered the 
clever invitations, the host and 

 hostess, the person who brought the 
balloons, the cooks who brought the 
delicious food, and to everyone who 
donated to the generous gif t 
certificate we received to be used at 
our favorite restaurant. 
 
We live on the best street in the city, 
and we have the best neighbors 
anyone could ever want. Thank you, 
every one of you. It meant more to 
us than you will ever know. 
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(Continued from page 7) 
symptom management; emotions such 
as anxiety, stress and grief; legal and 
financial concerns; spiritual issues; and 
wishes and desires about completing life 
goals. 
 
To explore ways to “keep hope alive” 
while also acknowledging and dealing 
with the reality of a serious illness join 
us at our next free question-and-answer 
seminar, “Hope for the Best; Prepare for 
the Worst”, Tuesday, December 13, 
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the Don and 
Marilyn Anderson HospiceCare Center, 
5395 E. Cheryl Parkway in Madison. 

Hope for the Best  



Page 10 



Page 11 V o l u m e L X I V  
I ssu e 6  

Calendar of Events 
In and Around Westmorland 

Date Event Time/Place Contact 

Friday 
Nov. 25  

Membership Forms 
Due 

Block Captains 
Your 

Block Captain 

Wednesday 
Dec. 14 Santa Visits 

Neighborhood 
Rooftops 

6:00 to 8:00 pm 

Katie Spelsberg 
661-9874 

Mid-
December  

House Decorating 
Contest 

Throughout the 
Neighborhood 

Kristi Thom 
232-1881 

Sunday 
Jan. 29 Winter Playdate 

Westmorland Park 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 

Dinean Thelen 
233-2234 

Please send calendar submissions to Jenn Woolson at  
jennw@mcmurry.com or 238-7803 

Healthy Children, Healthy Planet  

(Continued from page 7) 
challenge our relationships with children 
and finding antidotes to those pressures 
are key themes addressed in the discus-
sion course.  

 
Registration for the course is free and is 
limited to 12 participants per course. 

The required supplemental book costs 
$20. To register or for more information, 
contact Sustain Dane at 819-0689 or 
email bryant@sustaindane.org. For 
more information about the other discus-
sion course and a full listing of upcom-
ing discussion courses in the Madison 
area, visit www.sustaindane.org. 

Hi! My name is Loris Henss-
chel and I am a senior at West 
High School. For one of my 
classes that I am taking this 
year, we have to do a commu-
nity service project. My project 
is going to be gathering toys 
and then donating them to the 
children©s hospital. I have al-
ready made the contact at the 
children©s hospital and they are 
very happy to get donations. 
They will only accept new toys. 
 
I will be coming around to pick 
up the toys on November 28th 
around 6:00 pm. If you have 
any questions or concerns 
please feel free to call me. My 
phone number is 231-9721 or 
my cell phone is 513-9747. I 
will also be handing out post-
cards with more information on 
them! 
 
Thanks again for all your help! 

Toy Donation  
by Loris Hensschel 



Betsy Hauser     President             236-4211 betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com 
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Elissa Pollack    Vice President      238-2533 elissa@tds.net 
Brandon Casto   Treasurer             204-9013 bcasto@tds.net 
Dan Knauss        Secretary             236-4082 dknauss@twt.com 
Joy Grapentine  at-large member  238-8818 joy.grapentine@esker.com 
Peter Lukszys    at-large member  236-0598 lukszys@tds.net 
 

Current Committee Chairs and Other Important Contacts 
 
Advertising Manager                             Kristy Casto                               204-9013  
                                                                kecasto@tds.net 
 
Adult Social Events Coordinator         Brandon Casto                          204-9013  
                                                                bcasto@tds.net 
 
Bike Path Beautification Liaison          Jana Stewart                             233-3806  
                                                                fifi@blackhawkskiarea.org 
 
Block Captain Coordinator                   Joy Grapentine                          238-8818  
                                                                joy.grapentine@esker.com 
 
Children©s Social Events Coordinator Mary Campbell                          238-2920 
                                                                mattmary@tds.net 
 
Combined Health Fund Drive               Richard Miller                            238-2873  
                                                                aIanrich@execpc.com 
 
Database Manager                                 Elissa Pollack                            238-2533  
                                                                elissa@tds.net 
 
Garage Sale Coordinator                      Betsy Hauser                            236-4211 
                                                                betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com 
 
Garden Tour Coordinator                     Pat Sammataro                         770-2019 
                                                                spaniels@charter.net 
 
Healthy Lawn Team Representative    Claire Gervais                           233-8455  
                                                                cmg@healthylawnteam.org 
 
History Committee Liaison                   Kristy Casto                               204-9013  
                                                                kecasto@tds.net 
 
July 4th Event                                        Betsy Hauser                            236-4211 
                                                                betsyhauser2206@yahoo.com 
 
New Neighbor Packets Coordinator    Becky Bishop Lien                    231-5969 
                                                                jlien1@charter.net 
 
Parks & Green Spaces Manager          Keith Pierce                               238-6459              
                                                                pierce@chorus.net 
 
Safety Committee Chair                        Mike Bell                                   238-2223  
                                                                michaelbell@wisc.edu 
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2005-2006 Board 

Please direct newsletter 
submissions to: 

  
The Westmorland Courier 

c/o Jenn Woolson 
3818 Meyer Ave 

Madison WI 53711 
 

Phone:  238-7803 
 

Email:  
jennw@mcmurry.com 

Deadline for the  
January 2006  

Courier is December 19 

To advertise in the 
Westmorland Courier 

please contact  
Kristy Casto at 204-9013 

kecasto@tds.net 

P.O. Box 5303 
Madison, WI 53705-5303 


