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2005 Annual Meeting in Review 
by Kristy Casto 

This year�s annual meeting, held on Sunday, 
March 13, was well attended and offered a 
little something for everyone. The afternoon 
began with recognition of the WNA Board 
members, a review of the financials, an up-
date on the state of the neighborhood and a 
review of activities the history committee has 
underway. We learned that the approval of 
the installation of new bus benches along 
Toepfer will be brought up for discussion at 
an upcoming City Council meeting. Atten-
dees also had the chance to meet State 
Representative Terese Berceau, Dane 
County Supervisor Al Matano, outgoing Al-
der Jean MacCubbin and incoming Alder Tim 
Gruber.  
 
Jean MacCubbin provided an update on the 
library and the Midvale Plaza redevelopment 
project. Multiple parties now have an owner-
ship stake in Midvale Plaza. An architect for 

the project has been chosen as well as a de-
veloper, which is from outside the state. The 
property will be mixed use (i.e. condos and 
commercial spaces). It is expected that pub-
lic hearings on the project will be scheduled 
for sometime this August. 
 
The highlight of the meeting was the presen-
tation given by State of Wisconsin Architec-
tural Historian Jim Draeger on post-WWII 
suburban development. His hour-long slide 
show gave us insight as to how FHA loan 
requirements influenced the size and design 
of many of the homes in the Westmorland 
neighborhood. He also spoke about Lustron 
homes (of which Westmorland has several) 
and the lasting impact of ranch-style homes. 
If you were not able to hear Jim speak, infor-
mation about suburban architectural history 
is available at the historical society�s website, 
www.wisconsinhistory.org. 

Toepfer Ave. Home Named  
National Historic Landmark 

by Elissa Pollack 

The Frank Lloyd Wright house at 441 
Toepfer Ave. has been designated a Na-
tional Historic Landmark by the National 
Parks Service. The house, known as Jacobs 
House 1, is one of three Madison-area build-
ings that were named National Historic 
Landmarks during a ceremony on Saturday, 
May 7. The other two are a home in Middle-
ton known as Jacobs House 2 and the Uni-
tarian Meeting House on University Bay 
Drive. The ceremony was held at the Unitar-
ian Meeting House. 
 
The Westmorland home was built for Her-
bert and Katherine Jacobs in 1936. It is 
known as the first truly Usonian house. It 
has a concrete slab floor with integral radi-

ant heating and wood sandwich-wall con-
struction in place of conventional studs. Ja-
cobs House 2, on Shawn Trail in Middleton, 
was built for the same family eight years 
later. 
 
Children of Herbert and Katherine Jacobs 
spoke at the May 7 ceremony, sharing their 
memories of growing up in these historic 
homes. Also on the May 7 bill was Jack 
Holzhueter of State Historical Society and 
Wisconsin Public Radio fame. Mr. Holzhu-
eter spoke about Frank Lloyd Wright�s influ-
ence in Wisconsin. 
 
See picture at the top of page 3. 
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Corner Mineral Pt. And Glenway 
Packaged Goods at  
Liquor Store Prices 

Happy Spring! 
 
As winter drew to a close the WNA 
board of directors said �Good-bye� to 
several good folks whose considerable 
contributions will be sorely missed.  
Past-President Brian Tennant stepped 
off the board when his term ended in 
March to pursue other passions, includ-
ing the Midvale-Lincoln PTA.  When I 
joined the board in 2002, Brian had al-
ready served 2 years as Treasurer and 
had done much to make the board ef-
fective, efficient and, I might add, fun.  
Brian�s a gifted leader, and WNA greatly 
benefited from his energy and attention 
to the details.  Believe me, he left big 
shoes to fill. 
 
Last month we said �Good-bye� to 
Treasurer Scott Seavey.  Scott and his 
growing family (Amy Kucken, kids Owen 
and Megan) found a larger home that, 
regrettably, is outside Westmorland.  
Scott also came on the board in 2002 
and immediately took on and ran with 
the responsibilities of Treasurer.  Not 
only did he keep the books in fine 
shape, Scott also rewrote and updated 
WNA�s bylaws, and corrected our 
lapsed incorporation status.  And, re-
member the July 4th vandalism to the 
rented tent in 2003?  Scott did an amaz-
ing job of negotiating a favorable settle-
ment and salvaged the relationship with 

Bucky�s Rentals.   
 
And, of course, Jean MacCubbin retired 
from the Madison City Council this 
spring after 12 years of serving as our 
alder.  Jean was a tireless resource to 
our �hood; her historical knowledge as 
well as the conduit she provided to City 
services were most helpful, time and 
again. We wish her well and much-
deserved rest in her �retirement.� 
 
The upside to departures, of course, is 
that new people fill the voids.  Over the 
last couple of months we have wel-
comed two new neighbors to the board: 
Joy Grapentine and Kristy Casto.  Their 
fresh perspectives and new ideas make 
the good-byes bearable.  Some of you 
may have already met our new alder, 
Tim Gruber, and found him to be ap-
proachable and responsive.  If you want 
to contact Tim, his e-mail address is  
district11@cityofmadison.com.  
 
Nothing makes this President�s heart 
beat more happily than to see neighbors 
get involved in the leadership or commit-
tee work of our very active neighbor-
hood association.  If you have any de-
sires to get involved in any way, please 
give me a call at 236-4211 (before 9:00 
pm).  There may be a task waiting to be 
done by someone just like you. 
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We are going to set up a regular eve-
ning of volunteers for every Monday or 
Tuesday nights. If you can join us on a 
Monday or Tuesday contact Kris 
Schoenbrunn (233-4832) or Keith 
Pierce (238-6459 or pierce@chorus.
net) for details. Please join us to help 

prune trees and shrubs, plant and 
weed and remove invasives like Buck-
thorn, Garlic Mustard and Honey-
suckle. Our goal is to have fun and en-
joy the outdoors while we help beautify 
and protect the  rock garden, boulevard 
and the new traffic calming islands. 

Volunteers Needed to Beautify Neighborhood 
by Keith Pierce 
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This Frank Lloyd Wright house at 441 Toepfer Ave. has been designated a National 
Historic Landmark by the National Parks Service. See article on page 1. 

We had yet another day of fun in the sun 
at the ninth annual Earth Day park clean 
up. Volunteers included neighbors, 
friends, students and a hard working 
group of boys who earn a special thanks 
from all of us. Thank you neighbors, 
friends, students, teachers and city parks 
staff! 
 
We worked (but not too hard) spreading 
mulch (especially to protect the trees) 
and cleaning the plant beds. With so 
many volunteers, the work went quickly. 

We were done by 11:30 am and joined 
the children©s celebration for food and 
socializing. There was plenty of food, 
treats and beverages to restore the vol-
unteers. See the article below on the chil-
dren©s event for details and thank you or-
ganizers of the children©s event for invit-
ing the volunteers to join you. 
 
I don©t have a list of volunteers like years 
past -- we missed getting names for so 
many of you.  

Ninth Annual Park Clean Up Thank You 
by Keith Pierce 

Children’s Earth Day Celebration 
by Mary Campbell 

We had gorgeous weather on April 16 as 
friends and neighbors gathered for our 
2005 Earth Day Celebration at Westmor-
land Park. Adults worked to beautify the 
park, while children and families met at 
the shelter to visit, play games, work on 
art and craft projects and share a sunny 
day.  
 
Katie Spelsberg was there, helping chil-
dren transform their artwork into wear-
able buttons while Amie Dragoo in-
structed children how to build peanut but-
ter pinecone feeders for birds. Through 
the recycling relay with Claire Gervais, 
neighbors were able to improve and 
show off their recycling skills. For those 

who wanted to explore the park more 
thoroughly, Thomas Spelsberg rallied 
them for a nature scavenger hunt. A 
troop of girl scouts even stepped up to 
help with face painting and coloring ac-
tivities. 
 
The sun was shining, the breeze was 
gentle, attendance was high and folks 
were hungry. Thank you to everyone who 
helped to organize the refreshments: 
Kara Anderson, Erika Helmer, Dave 
Hermann, Kathy Oker, Pat Peterman, Di-
nar Shrestha and especially all the 
neighbors who brought snacks and side 
dishes for sustenance. 


